April 13, 2010

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

MOMENT OF SILENCE IN MEMORY
OF FORMER REPRESENTATIVE
BOB FRANKS OF NEW JERSEY

(Mr. LANCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LANCE. Madam Speaker, it is
with deep regret that I inform the
House of the passing of a former Mem-
ber, Robert D. Franks of New Jersey.
Bob Franks died late Friday at Memo-
rial Sloan-Kettering in Manhattan at
the age of 58.

His distinguished career of public
service included membership in the
New Jersey General Assembly, where
we were colleagues, chairman of the
State Republican Party, and from 1992
until 2000, as a Member of Congress
from New Jersey’s Seventh Congres-
sional District where he was succeeded
by Mike Ferguson.

In this decade, Bob has served ex-
tremely ably as the president of the
Health Care Institute of New Jersey. A
graduate of DePauw University in
Green Castle, Indiana, and Southern
Methodist University Law School in
Dallas, he is survived by his wonderful
wife, Fran, and their beautiful young
daughters, Kelly, Sara and Abigail.

A devoted friend, colleague and men-
tor to me, Bob’s passing at such a
young age is particularly poignant, but
his shining example as a public servant
will burn brightly for decades and serve
as an example to us all.

Mr. PASCRELL. Will the gentleman
yield?

Mr. LANCE. I yield to the gentleman
from New Jersey.

Mr. PASCRELL. Bob Franks was a
great friend. I served with him in the
New Jersey legislature. We served on
opposite sides, but it did not matter; he
was a gentleman, a professional in
every sense of the word. We are going
to miss him. His beautiful wife and
three young children are going to miss
him. And the State of New Jersey will
miss him.

This body was made better when Bob
Franks walked through this Chamber,
served on major committees, and con-
tributed to the security of this Nation.
May he rest in peace, and may we re-
member what he stood for as a model
of civility and Dbipartisanship. God
bless him.

————

MOMENT OF SILENCE IN MEMORY
OF FORMER REPRESENTATIVE
STAN PARRIS OF VIRGINIA

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I rise to honor former Con-
gressman Stan Parris, who passed
away on March 27. Mr. Parris rep-
resented the Eighth District in Vir-
ginia in the House from 1973 to 1974,
and then again throughout the 1980s,
from 1981 to 1990.
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He was a very hardworking advocate
for Northern Virginia and his constitu-
ents. He was a fighter pilot, a veteran
of the Korean War. He earned the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross, the Purple
Heart, and an Air Medal for his service.

He was known for giving out his
home phone number, for listening to
people regardless of their views; I'm
not sure his successor has given out his
home phone as often. Mr. Parris had a
major impact on Northern Virginia by
supporting flood control projects and
bridges. He laid the groundwork for the
Four Mile Run project. He put carpool
lanes on Interstate 395. He transferred
control of the airports from the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration to a re-
gional airport authority. He led an ef-
fort to move the D.C. prison from
Lorton. When the National Football
League blacked out broadcasts of
games that were sold out, he got the
league to change its policy.

As a member of the Banking and Fi-
nance Committee, he proved prescient
in cautioning about the looming sav-
ings and loan crisis in the 1980s. He
graduated from George Washington
University Law School. He owned sev-
eral car dealerships. He was a State
Delegate and was on the Fairfax Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors. He is survived
by his wife of 28 years, Martha Harper
Parris of Mathews, Virginia, his three
children, and his two grandchildren.

I would now like to yield to my col-
league, the dean of the Virginia delega-
tion, Congressman FRANK WOLF.

Mr. WOLF. I thank the gentleman.

Madam Speaker, this is a sad occa-
sion as we inform the House of the
passing of a former colleague, Rep-
resentative Stan Parris, who died on
March 27 at the age of 80.

Stan loved the people’s House and
proudly served Virginia’s Eighth Dis-
trict for six terms. I had the privilege
of serving with Stan for 10 of those 12
years. He was a good friend. He had
many legislative accomplishments for
the people in northern Virginia, in ad-
dition to the ones my colleagues, Mr.
MORAN, said. I think many would agree
that one most significant accomplish-
ment was the transfer of Dulles and
National Airports from the FAA to a
regional airports authority, an effort
that consumed several years, but even-
tually led to two of the finest airports
in the region.

He was not only an outstanding
Member of Congress, but he was a Ko-
rean War hero. Someone said if you
wanted to understand Stan Parris, you
should read the book ‘“The Right
Stuff”’ because he had the right stuff.
He was a pilot, had been shot down dur-
ing the Korean War. His airplane land-
ed on power lines, and he was later res-
cued in North Korea. He received a Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross, the Purple
Heart and the Air Medal. He was also a
State legislator and a local legislator,
businessman and attorney. He recently
had made his home in Mathews, Vir-
ginia, with his wife, Martie. And so to
Martie and Stan’s three children and
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two grandchildren, we express
deepest sympathies.

Funeral services for Stan will be held
in late June, I believe June 28, with a
burial at Arlington National Cemetery.
He was a good Member of Congress, and
he loved this institution as much as
anybody that I ever met.

[From the Washington Post, Mar. 29, 2010]
STANFORD E. PARRIS, 80, DIES; N. VA.
MEMBER OF CONGRESS
(By Matt Schudel)

Stanford E. Parris, 80, who served six
terms in the U.S. House of Representatives
as a Republican from Northern Virginia’'s
Eighth District, died March 27 of heart dis-
ease at his home in Mathews County, Va.

Mr. Parris, who was a lawyer and car deal-
er before entering politics, was first elected
in 1972, then returned to Congress from 1981
to 1991. A onetime Air Force fighter pilot, he
survived several hard-fought campaigns and
was among the first Republicans to gain a
foothold in modern-day Virginia politics.

During his first term in Congress, he won
the gratitude of football fans by introducing
a Dbill prohibiting the National Football
League from imposing television blackouts
of sold-out games. He supported efforts to
improve transportation in Northern Vir-
ginia, including carpool lanes on Interstate
395, and helped transfer control of Dulles and
National airports from the Federal Aviation
Administration to a regional airport author-
ity.

As ranking Republican on the House Dis-
trict Committee, he was a persistent critic of
the D.C. government and often quarreled
with then-Mayor Marion Barry. Mr. Parris
also led an effort to move the D.C. prison
from Lorton, which was finally accomplished
after he left Congress.

Mr. Parris possessed a blunt, direct style
that served him well on the campaign trail.
He had three epic electoral battles with
Democratic Rep. Herbert E. Harris II, losing
in 1974 before ousting Harris from Congress
in 1980. Mr. Parris defeated Harris in a re-
match in 1982, spending $700,000 in Virginia’'s
most expensive congressional campaign up
to that point.

“They were tough campaigns,”” recalled
U.S. Rep. Frank R. Wolf (R-Va.), who served
in Congress with Mr. Parris. ‘“They were al-
most like the Lincoln-Douglas debates.”’

Describing his political approach to The
Washington Post in 1989, Mr. Parris said:
‘“Somewhere along the line, I learned the
best thing to do was to simply stand up and
say what you mean, mean what you say, and
do what you commit to.”

Stanford Elmer Parris was born Sept. 9,
1929, in Champaign, Ill., and was a graduate
of the University of Illinois.

During the Korean War, he piloted fighter
jets and was once rescued after being shot
down over North Korea. He received the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross, Purple Heart and
Air Medal.

He graduated from George Washington
University law school in 1958, settled in Fair-
fax County and practiced law. He later
owned car dealerships in Woodbridge and
Manassas.

After serving on the Fairfax County Board
of Supervisors, he was elected to the Vir-
ginia House of Delegates in 1969, as one of
nine Republicans in the body. He was Vir-
ginia’s secretary of the commonwealth in
1978.

Mr. Parris unsuccessfully sought the Re-
publican nomination for governor in 1985 and
1989 and failed in a bid for the Virginia state
Senate in 1995. After losing his congressional
seat to James P. Moran Jr. (D) in 1990, he
was administrator of the St. Lawrence Sea-
way Development Corp. and was of counsel
to the law firm of Dickstein Shapiro.
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